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4. Claimant filed this appeal.  The Department received the Claimant’s Request for 

Hearing on January 21, 2010.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 

established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The Department of 

Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence Agency, administers the 

FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et. seq. and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  The Family 

Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to  the Personal Responsibility and Work 

Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 8 USC 601, et seq.  The 

Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) 

administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-3131.  The 

Medical Assistance (“MA”) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security Act and 

is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (‘CFR”).  The Department of 

Human Services, formally known as the Family Independence Agency, administers the MA 

program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MCL 400.105.  Departmental policies are found in 

the Bridges Administrative Manual (“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (“BEM”), and the 

Reference Tables (“RFT”).  

The Authorized Hearing Representative (AHR) or, if none, the client has 90 calendar 

days from the date of the written notice of case action to request a hearing. The request must be 

received anywhere in DHS within the 90 days.  BAM 600, p. 4.  

In the present case, Claimant filed her request for a hearing more than 90 days after the 

Department denied benefits.  Claimant acknowledged that she received the notice of Department 






