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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the MA 

program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 

the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the 

Program Reference Manual (PRM). 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the FAP 

program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 

found in the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and 

the Program Reference Manual (PRM).     

In the instant case, the claimant argues that he and his wife, although living in the same 

home should be considered two separate FAP and MA groups.   

FIP-RELATED FISCAL GROUPS 

Group 2 FIP-Related MA and Healthy Kids  

Determine the fiscal group for each person who is requesting MA. 
The fiscal group must be determined separately for each person. 

In determining a person’s eligibility, the only income that may be 
considered is the person’s own income and the income of the 
following persons who live with the customer: 

The customer’s spouse, and 
The customer’s parent(s) if the customer is a child. (PEM 211, p.4) 
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 Furthermore: 

DEPARTMENT POLICY 

You must determine who is included in the Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) group prior to evaluating the nonfinancial and 
financial eligibility of everyone in the group. 

To establish FAP group composition determine: 

Who lives together. 

The relationship(s) of the people who live together. 

Whether the people living together purchase and prepare food 
together or separately, and 

Whether the person(s) resides in an eligible living situation. (See 
“LIVING SITUATIONS” in this item. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

The relationship(s) of the people who live together affects whether 
they must be included or excluded from the group. First determine 
if they must be included in the group. If they are not mandatory 
group members, then determine if they purchase and prepare food 
together or separately. 

Spouses 

Spouses who are legally married and live together must be in the 
same group. (PEM 212, p. 1) 

In the instant case the claimant claims a separate residence because he has “registered” 

and; apartment A and B in the same single family house.   

This ALJ finds that the department correctly placed the claimant and his spouse in the 

same FAP and MA groups, therefore the departments FAP budget and MA deductible 

calculations are also correct. 

 

 

 






