


(3) Claimant has earned income of $162.61 per month from his job as a home 

health aid. 

(4) The Department determined that claimant was entitled to $61 per month in 

FAP benefits beginning December 1, 2009. 

(5) Claimant requested a hearing on December 4, 2009 contesting the amount of 

Food Assistance benefits. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) 

program, is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented 

by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations 

(“CFR”).  The Department of Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family 

Independence Agency, administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and 

MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Departmental policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (“PAM”), the Program Eligibility Manual (“PEM”), and the Program Reference 

Manual (“PRM”).  

Department policy dictates how income paid to home help providers should be 

characterized. Policy states, “enter home help services payments received by the 

individual providing the service as that individual’s employment income”. BEM 503 p.12 

  In the present case, claimant has $840 unearned income from Unemployment 

benefits and earned income from work as a home help provider. The Department 

incorrectly treated the $162 per month Claimant receives for work done as a home help 

provider as unearned income.   

  






