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2. On or about September 8, 2009, the Claimant was approved for $201.50 bi-weekly FIP 

benefits.  (Exhibit 1)   

3. The Claimant did not receive any cash assistance for September.  (Exhibit 2)  

4. On October 9, 2009, the Claimant received $403.00 FIP benefits and $201.50 bi-weekly 

benefits thereafter.  (Exhibit 2)  

5. On September 30, 2009, the Department received the Claimant’s written request for 

hearing.   

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence Program (“FIP”) was established pursuant to the Personal 

Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 8 USC 

601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services, formerly known as the Family Independence 

Agency, administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 400.3101-

3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (“ADC”) program effective 

October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual 

(“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (“BEM”), and the Bridges Policy Glossary (“BPG”). 

The Claimant submitted an application for public assistance seeking cash assistance on 

August 31, 2009.  The Claimant was approved for FIP benefits in the amount of $201.50 bi-

weekly.  The Claimant did not receive any benefits for the month of September however on 

October 9, 2009 the Claimant received $403.00 which covered 2 weeks in September and the 

first two weeks of October.  Subsequently, the Claimant received $201.50 bi-weekly.  During the 

hearing, the Department agreed to supplement the Claimant for the two week period in 

September 2009 for benefits she was entitled to receive but did not.  In light of the accord, the 

Department’s actions are not upheld. 






