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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The MA program is established by the Title XIX of the Social Security Act and is 
implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
BAM 600 states, in part: 
 

State Office of Administartive Hearings and rules (SOAHR) 
will deny requests signed by unauthorized persons and 
requests without signatures.  
 
… 
 
The appointment of an AHR must be made in writing.  An 
AHR must be authorized or have made application through 
probate court before signing a hearing request for the client. 

 
In the present case,  argued at the hearing that the application was filed originally 
by the mother of Claimant who authorized  to file the hearing request.  However,  

 failed to produce at the hearing the signed authorization from Claimant’s mother. 
Therefore,  was not authorized to request the hearing on April 14, 2009. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law finds that  did not have the authority to represent Claimant at the 
time of the hearing request.  Accordingly, the hearing request signed April 14, 2009, is 
hereby DISMISSED. 
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