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Placed into evidence at the hearing was a September 8, 2006, memo from the 
department’s SSI unit stating that the claimant was an early widow as defined in BEM 
157.  Specifically, policy states: 

MA Only 
This is an SSI-related Group 1 MA category. 
MA is available to any person who: 
Is not entitled to Medicare Part A (hospital insurance), and 
Receives RSDI benefits some or all of which are early 

widow(er)'s benefits under section 202(e) or (f) of the 
Social Security Act, or under any other provision of 
section 202 if they are also eligible under subsections 
(e) or (f), and 
Sections 202(e) and (f) provide the same benefits; (e) is 
for widows and (f) is for widowers. 

Was terminated from SSI because of RSDI received under 
section 202 of the Act, and 

Received SSI in the month before the month he began 
receiving RSDI under section 202 of the Act, and 

Would be eligible for SSI if all RSDI under section 202 of the 
Act were excluded. (BEM 157, p.1). 

 
It appears that the claimant does indeed qualify as an early widower per BEM 157 as 
she continues to receive RSDI benefits.     
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, REVERSES AND ORDERS the Department to classify the claimant as an early 
widower and adjust her MA benefits accordingly. 

____ _________ 
Michael J. Bennane 

Administrative Law Judge  
For Ismael Ahmed, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 
Date Signed: __8/3/2010____________ 
 






