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5. Claimant requested a hearing on 7/27/09 objecting to the DHS failure to evaluate 

Claimant for MA eligibility in 3/2009. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) 
administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
MA provides medical assistance to individuals and families who meet financial and 
nonfinancial eligibility factors. The goal of the MA program is to ensure that essential 
health care services are made available to those who otherwise would not have 
financial resources to purchase them. 
 
Retro MA coverage is available back to the first day of the third calendar month prior to 
the current application for MA recipients. BAM 115 at 8. A person might be eligible for 
one, two or all three retro months, even if not currently eligible. Id at 9. The DHS-3243, 
Retroactive Medicaid Application, is used to apply for retro MA. Id. 
 
In the present case, Claimant was seeking MA benefits for the month prior to her 
application date.  Claimant also submitted a DHS-3243 as required by policy.  It is not 
disputed that Claimant properly sought retroactive MA benefits for 3/2009. 
 
DHS contended that Claimant’s failure to verify her medical expenses for 3/2009 was a 
basis to not process Claimant’s application.  DHS was unable to cite any basis in policy 
for their decision.  The undersigned is not aware of any policy which requires a client to 
submit proof of medical expenses for retroactive MA eligibility. It is found that DHS 
improperly failed to evaluate Claimant’s eligibility for MA benefits in 3/2009. 
 
This administrative decision does not address whether Claimant is, or is not, eligible for 
MA benefits in 3/2009.  DHS has yet to make that determination.  Claimant has the right 
to request future administrative hearings if Claimant disputes the eligibility determination 
made by DHS concerning her eligibility for 3/2009 MA benefits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 






