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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by 2004 PA 344.  The SER 

program is administered pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and by final administrative rules filed 

with the Secretary of State on October 28, 1993.  MAC R 400.7001-400.7049.  Department of 

Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) policies are found in the 

State Emergency Relief Manual (SER).     

Affordability Calculation 

Determine whether an SER group meets the Housing Affordability 
requirement: 

Multiply the group's total net countable income by 75%. The result 
is the maximum “total housing obligation” the group can have, 
based on their income, and be eligible for SER housing services, 
and 

Refer to the table at the end of this item for any increases in the 
basic 75% test if the group is renting and heat, electric or water/ 
cooking gas is included in the rent. Multiply the resulting percent-
age by the group's total net countable income. The result is the 
absolute “total housing obligation” the group can have and be 
eligible for SER housing services. 

Document affordability on the SER budget.  (ERM 207, p. 1).  

 Here, the claimant’s income is $665.00, ($651.00 from SSI and a state payment of 

$14.00).  When the aforementioned formula is applied the rent would have to be $498.00 or less.  

In this instance the rent is shown to be $1,000.00 on the shelter verification.  This ALJ finds the 

department’s decision to be accurate.   The claimant is ineligible because her shelter is not 

affordable pursuant to policy. 

 

 

 






