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(5) On August 13, 2009, claimant’s FAP application was denied for a failure to meet 

residency requirements. 

(6) On August 24, 2009, claimant requested a hearing into the matter. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 

Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges 

Reference Manual (BRM). 

A person must be a U.S. citizen or have an acceptable alien status for the designated 

programs.  BEM 225. There are several acceptable alien statuses for the purposes of the FAP 

program, including refugee status and disability status, among others. However, if a claimant 

does not meet those statuses, the claimant must be a person who has lived in the U.S. as a 

qualified alien for at least five years since their date of entry in order to be eligible for FAP 

benefits. BEM 225.  All resident aliens must be qualified aliens in order to be eligible for 

benefits; however not all qualified aliens have the appropriate alien status necessary to be 

eligible for benefits. BEM 225.  Generally speaking, a qualified alien is a resident who has been 

legally admitted into the United States. BEM 225. 

Claimant entered the country on .  There is no dispute as to claimant’s 

legal status; claimant possesses a legal permanent residence card, and is a legal resident of the 

United States.  However, this status only speaks to whether claimant is a qualified alien. Not all 

qualified aliens are eligible for FAP benefits. BEM 225.  In order to be eligible for FAP benefits, 








