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(2) When the department denied that application claimant requested a hearing by 

written notice dated June 1, 2009. 

(3) Claimant’s hearing was held on November 25, 2009. 

(4) At hearing, claimant’s authorized representative presented evidence which 

establishes the Social Security Administration (SSA) found claimant met all of their rules 

necessary for disability-based Supplemental Security Income (SSI) effective February 12, 2009 

(Client Exhibit A, pgs 1-15). 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).  

In Michigan, the SSA’s determination of disability onset is binding for MA eligibility 

purposes. In the present case, evidence of the favorable SSA decision conclusively establishes 

claimant meets the federal disability standard necessary to qualify for MA/retro-MA pursuant to 

BEM Items 150 and 260. 

Claimant’s authorized representative has shown she was determined disabled as of 

February 2009. Consequently, the department must reverse its erroneous denial and process 

claimant’s disputed application because all of claimant’s diagnosed impairments existed in 

identical degrees of severity during the retro months still currently in dispute (December 2008 

and January/February 2009). 






