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can obtain medical care services (other than in 
emergency circumstances), if such restriction does not 
substantially impair access to such services of adequate 
quality where medically necessary. 

 
Under approval from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the 
Department (MDCH) presently operates a Section 1915(b) Medicaid waiver referred to 
as the managed specialty supports and services waiver.  A Prepaid Inpatient Health 
Plan (PIHP) contracts (Contract) with MDCH to provide services under this waiver, as 
well as other covered services offered under the state Medicaid plan. 
 
Pursuant to the Section 1915(b) waiver, Medicaid state plan services, including 
substance abuse rehabilitative services, may be provided by the PIHP to beneficiaries 
who meet applicable coverage or eligibility criteria.  Contract, Part II, §§ 2.1.1, p 23.  
Specific service and support definitions included under and associated with state plan 
responsibilities are set forth in the Mental Health/Substance Abuse Chapter of the 
Medicaid Provider Manual (MPM).  Contract, Part II, §§ 2.1.1, p 23. 
 
The following Medicaid-covered substance abuse services and supports must be 
provided, based on medical necessity, to eligible beneficiaries: 
 

-Access assessment and referral (AAR) services 
-Outpatient treatment 
-Intensive outpatient (IOP) treatment 
-Office of Pharmacological and Alternative Therapies 
(OPAT)/Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) – 
approved pharmacological supports 

 
MPM, Mental Health/Substance Abuse Chapter, §§ 12.1, April 1, 2007, pp 
61 - 62. 

 
OPAT/CSAT-approved pharmacological supports encompass covered services for 
methadone and levo-alpha-acetylmethadol (LAAM) supports and associated laboratory 
services.  MPM, Mental Health/Substance Abuse Chapter, §§ 12.1, October 1, 2005, p 
61.  Opiate-dependent patients may be provided therapy using methadone or as an 
adjunct to other therapy.   
 
The evidence in this case indicates Appellant has a history of meeting the Medicaid 
eligibility criteria for substance abuse supports and services.  However, Respondent 
contends that Appellant’s must be terminated from the Methadone Maintenance and 
Detoxification Program because she continues to use illicit drugs. 

The Respondent testified that its termination decision is based on the MDCH 
“Enrollment Criteria for Methadone Maintenance and Detoxification Program (10/1/2005 
revision)”.   (Exhibit 1 Page 2.)  The criteria are also located on the MDCH website as 








