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3. The claimant is receiving a health insurance premium deduction and a 
community spouse deduction. 

 
4. The department determined the claimant’s PPA would be  per month 

for February and March, 2009.  
  
5. On April 1, 2009, the department mailed the claimant notice of the PPA.   
 
6. The claimant’s representative submitted a hearing request on March 6, 

2009.
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM).   
 
Pursuant to department policy in BEM Item 546, the client’s PPA must be determined 
when determining post-eligibility for MA benefits.  The PPA is the client’s share of costs 
for long-term care.   It is the client’s total countable income minus the client’s total need.  
The total need is the sum of the following: 
 

Patient Allowance. 
Community Spouse Income Allowance. 
Family Allowance. 
Children's Allowance. 
Health Insurance Premiums. 
Guardianship/Conservator Expenses.  BEM Item 546 

PATIENT ALLOWANCE 

The patient allowance for clients who are in, or are expected 
to be in, LTC and/or a hospital the entire L/H month is: 

$60 if the month being tested is November 1999 or later, 
and $30 if the month being tested is before November 1999. 

GUARDIANSHIP/ CONSERVATOR EXPENSES 

Allow $60 per month when an L/H patient pays for his court-
appointed guardian and/or conservator. Guardianship/ 
conservator expenses include: 

Basic fee. 
Mileage. 
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Other costs of performing guardianship/conservator duties.   
 
BEM ITEM 546 

For MA purposes, all earned and unearned income available to the claimant is 
countable.  The amount counted may be more than the client actually receives because 
it is the amount before any deductions or the gross amount.  Unearned income includes 
RSDI benefits and pension payments, and the gross amount must be counted for MA 
purposes.  BEM, Item 500 

GARNISHMENT OR OTHER WITHHOLDING 

All Programs 

Income includes amounts withheld from income which are: 

Voluntary. 
To repay a debt. 
To meet a legal obligation. 

Some examples of amounts which may be withheld, but are 
still considered income are: 

Income taxes. 
Health or life insurance premiums. 
Medicare premiums. 
Union dues. 
Loan payments. 
Garnishments. 
Court-ordered or voluntary child support payments.       
 
BEM ITEM 500 
 
COMMUNITY SPOUSE INCOME ALLOWANCE 
 
L/H patients can divert income to meet the needs of their 
community spouse.  The community spouse income 
allowance is the maximum amount they can divert.  
However, L/H patients can choose to contribute less.  Divert 
the lower of:   
 
. the community spouse income allowance, or 
. the L/H patient’s intended contribution (see “Intent to 

Contribute”).  BEM, Item 546, p. 2.  
 

Compute the community spouse income allowance using 
Steps 1 through 5 below.  BEM, Item 546, p. 3.   












