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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).   

Department manuals provide the following policy instructions for caseworkers: 

Benefit duplication means assistance received from the same of 
same type of program to cover a person’s needs for the same 
month. Benefit duplication is prohibited except for MA in limited 
circumstances as set forth in subsequent paragraph. Department 
computers have been programmed to apply the requirements in this 
item which are as follows:  
 
Assume an MA or AMP applicant is not receiving medical benefits 
from another state unless evidence suggests otherwise. Do no delay 
the MA/AMP determination. Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM 
222). 
 

In this case, claimant was active for Medicaid under Plan First Program at the time her 

new MA application was processed. Claimant had not requested the case be closed. Accordingly, 

the department was not able to approve her MA application as it would have constituted a 

duplication of benefits. Accordingly, the department has met its burden of proof and the 

department action must be upheld. It is noted that claimant was informed that she could request 

her Plan First be closed and that another form of MA for which she qualified be opened. Finding 

of Fact 1-2. 
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