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2. The Claimant’s spouse receives $674.00 in Retirement, Survivors, and Disability 

Insurance (“RSDI”) from the Social Security Administration.  (Exhibit 1, p. 2, 3) 

3. The Claimant’s spouse recieves a quarterly State Supplemental Income (“SSI”) in the 

amount $42.00.     

4. The Department ran the Claimant’s SDA budget and determined the Claimant was not 

eligible due to excess income.  (Exhibit 1, pp. 2 – 4) 

5. On June 11, 2009, the Department sent the Claimant an Eligibility Notice informing her 

that she was denied SDA benefits due to excess income.  (Exhibit 1, pp. 5 – 7) 

6. On June 17, 2009 and July 13, 2009, the Department received the Claimant’s timely 

written requests for hearing.    

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The State Disability Assistance (“SDA”) program provides financial assistance for 

disabled persons.  SDA was established by 2004 PA 344 and is administered by the Department 

of Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence Agency, pursuant to 

MCL 400.10 et seq, and MAC R 400.3151 – 400.3180.  Departmental policies are found in the 

Program Administrative Manual (“PAM”), the Program Eligibility Manual (“PEM”), and the 

Program Reference Manual (“PRM”).  

For SDA purposes, all earned and unearned income available to the Claimant is 

countable.  PEM 500  The amount counted may be more than the client actually receives because 

the gross amount is used prior to any deductions.  PEM 500  The gross RSDI benefit amount is 

counted as unearned income.  PEM 500 

 In the record presented, the Claimant submitted an application for SDA benefits.  The 

Claimant agreed with the unearned income figures used (RSDI and SSI) yet disagreed that she 






