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DEFINITIONS 

The program group means those persons living together whose 
income and assets must be counted in determining eligibility for 
assistance. 
 
The eligible group means those persons in the program group who 
meet all eligibility factors. 

DETERMINING THE PROGRAM GROUP 

SDA and AMP  

The program group consists of: 

• The client, and 
• The client’s spouse who lives with the client and does not 

receive FIP, RAP, or a Refugee Matching Grant.  
 
DETERMINING THE ELIGIBLE GROUP 
 
Determine which members of the program group are eligible. A 
spouse in the home may fail eligibility and be excluded from the 
eligible group but remains a mandatory program group member. 
Exclude a spouse from the eligible group if the spouse fails to meet 
a nonfinancial eligibility factor or is disqualified for any reason. 
 

   BRIDGES ELIGIBILITY MANUAL (BEM) 214 

   LEGAL BASE 

   P.A. 368 of 1996 

   Title XXI of the Social Security Act 
   (1115) (a) (1) of the Social Security Act 

 
SDA 

A group’s financial eligibility and monthly benefit amount are 
determined using: 
 
• actual income (income that was already received), and/or 
• prospected income amounts (not received but expected). 

   Only countable income is included in the determination. 

Each source of income is converted to a standard monthly amount, 
unless a full month’s income will not be received. 
 








