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Assets must be considered in determining eligibility for FIP, SDA, RAPC, LIF, Group 2 
Persons Under Age 21 (G2U), Group 2 Caretaker Relative (G2C), SSI-related MA 
categories and AMP.  Asset eligibility exists when the asset group's countable assets 
are less than, or equal to, the applicable asset limit at least one day during the month 
being tested.  The applicable asset limit for SSI-related MA .  BEM 400. 
 
An initial asset assessment is needed to determine how much of a couple’s assets are 
protected for the community spouse. Do an initial asset assessment when one is 
requested by either spouse, even when an MA application is not made.  BEM 402.  An 
initial asset assessment means determining the couple's (his, her, their) total countable 
assets as of the first day of the  of care that began on or after 

  BEM 402.  
 
The DHS-4574-B, Assets Declaration, is used to request an initial asset assessment. 
Notify both spouses in writing of the results of the initial asset assessment whether it is 
done prior to, or at the time of, an MA application.  Use the following: 
 
 •  DHS-4588, Initial Asset Assessment Notice, and 
 •  DHS-4585, Initial Asset Assessment and Asset Record. 
 
The above notices inform the couple of the: 
 
 •  Total amount of their countable assets, and 
 •  The protected spousal amount, and 
 •  Their hearing rights. 
 
Send copies of all verifications or other documents used in making the initial asset 
assessment along with each copy of the notices.  BEM 402.  
 
The protected spousal amount is the amount of the couple's assets protected for use by 
the community spouse. It is the greatest of one-half the initial asset assessment 
amount (although no greater than ), the amount determined in a hearing, 
the amount of assets transferred to the community spouse by the client pursuant to a 
court order, or .  BEM 402. 
 
A completed, signed DHS-4574-B is used to request an initial asset assessment. All 
such requests, whether or not in conjunction with an MA application, must be registered 
and disposed of.  
 
The determination of asset eligibility is a multi-step process. 
 
 1.  Do INITIAL ASSET ASSESSMENT. 
 
 2.  Determine PROTECTED SPOUSAL AMOUNT. 
 
 3.  Determine couple's (his, her, their) countable assets for month being tested. 








