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(3) Subsequent notification indicated that claimant’s spouse began receiving UCB in 

January, 2009. The DHS ran an SDA budget including claimant’s spouse’s UCB income of $388 

per week. The SDA budget shows excess income.  

(4) On 4/16/09, the DHS issued notice of closure of the SDA program due to excess 

income.  

(5) On 5/6/09, claimant filed a hearing request. The action took place.  

(6) There is no recoupment action from the instant case herein.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 

disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or 

department) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 

400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative Manual 

(PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   

Group composition policy is found in BEM Item 214. This Item indicates that claimant 

and claimant’s spouse are part of the mandatory group for SDA eligibility. Thus, in order to 

determine eligibility, the department is required to assess all countable income and assets of 

mandatory group members.  

In this case, credible and substantial evidence on the record indicates that claimant’s 

spouse collects unemployment income which began in January, 2009. As such, there is excess 

income in this group for SDA eligibility. Under state policy and statute, there is no SDA 

eligibility and thus, the department was required to close the SDA case. (See SDA Annual 

Appropriations Act, Legal Base.)  

It is noted that while there was some discussion at the administrative hearing with regards 

to recoupment, there has been no action taken with regards to this. If there is, claimant will be 






