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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).   

Facts above are undisputed.  

After death, the principle no longer exists as a separate legal entity; consequently, an 

estate must be created to handle many business and financial concerns outstanding at the time of 

his or her death.  Only the Probate Court can create a decedent’s estate in appointing personal 

representative, special fiduciary or temporary personal representative to act on behalf of that 

estate, which includes pursuing potential financial gain from the Medicaid (MA) program, 

pursuant to an action pending at the time of the principle’s death.  , 

   

Therefore, as a matter of law, this ALJ had no legal authority to conduct a hearing 

without an authorized hearing representative for the decedent’s estate.

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 

of law, decides that an authorized representative was not established.   

 

 






