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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the 

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 

104-193, 8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 

administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-

3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 

effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference 

Manual (PRM).   

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social 

Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  

The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 

pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 

the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and 

the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 

program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented 

by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  

The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program 

pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 

found in the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual 

(PEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   
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Clients must complete and sign the appropriate application form – DHS-1171, 

Assistance Application (All Programs). The Department must then register an 

application/DHS-1171 Filing Form, with the minimum information, on ASSIST. The 

Department must then interview clients when required by policy, determine eligibility for 

a program within the acceptable standard of promptness, document the eligibility 

determination on the DHS-1171-C, Eligibility Determination and Certification and 

inform the client of the eligibility decision. PAM 115, p.1 

 There was no evidence presented that Claimant did not provide the minimum 

information necessary to determine eligibility. Rather, it is clear to me based on the 

hearing testimony of the Department and Claimant that Claimant applied for benefits on 

February 27, 2009 and the Department simply lost and/or misplaced her application.  

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and 

conclusions of law, finds that the Department did not act in accordance with policy in 

acting upon Claimant’s application for FIP, MA and FAP benefits with reasonable 

promptness.  

Accordingly, the Department’s FIP, MA and FAP eligibility determination(s) are 

REVERSED, it is SO ORDERED. The Department shall: 

(1) Process Claimant’s application for FIP, MA and FAP benefits using 

February 27, 2009 as the date of application. 

(2) Issue Claimant supplemental benefits she is entitled to, if any. 

(3) Notify Claimant in writing of the Department’s revised determination. 






