


2009-22100/IR 

2 

 2. Claimant was also given a Verification Checklist, DHS-3503C, on April 2, 2009, 

according to the department, asking for proof of citizenship.  Claimant denies receiving this 

form.   

 3. Claimant provided proof of her income on April 13, 2009, showing that she works 

25 hours per week.  Claimant failed to provide proof of citizenship and verification of school 

enrollment status.   

 4. On April 29, 2009, department mailed the claimant an Application Eligibility 

Notice denying her MA application due to her failure to provide proof of citizenship-birth 

certificate, and her FAP application due to her failure to provide verification of school 

enrollment form, unable to determine student status. 

 5. Claimant requested a hearing on May 6, 2009.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).   

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Program 
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Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program 

Reference Manual (PRM).   

Department’s policy requires that citizenship be verified in order for a person to be 

eligible for full MA benefits.  PEM 225.  DHS-3503-C lists the documents that are acceptable as 

verification of citizenship.  Claimant and her father testified that she was never given this form 

by the department, and was therefore not aware that proof of citizenship was needed.  Claimant 

does not dispute that she was given DHS-3503 and this form is dated April 2, 2009, the same 

date as DHS-3503-C.  This Administrative Law Judge finds no logical reason why the 

caseworker would place a copy of this form in claimant’s case record and date it on the same 

date as DHS-3503 that was given to the claimant, without actually giving it to her.  Conclusion is 

therefore that the DHS-3503-C was indeed given to the claimant, and that she failed to provide 

proof of citizenship needed for MA determination to the department within the time given her, 

by April 29, 2009, when her application was denied. 

Department denied claimant’s FAP application due to her failure to provide verification 

of her school enrollment form in order to determine her student status.  Department’s policy 

states that a person is in student status if they are age 18 through 49 and enrolled half-time or 

more in a vocational, trade, business or technical school that normally requires a high school 

diploma or an equivalency certificate, or regular curriculum at a college or university that offers 

degree programs regardless of whether a diploma is required.  If a person is in student status, 

they must satisfy certain requirements in order to be eligible for FAP.  PEM 245.  Claimant 

indicates on her application that her date of birth is March 16, 1989, so she was 20 years of age 

at the time of her FAP application.  Claimant also indicates on her application that she is enrolled 

at  full time.  This information alone leads to the conclusion that the 
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claimant would be in student status.  While the department did not have verification of 

claimant’s school enrollment, she did provide her pay check stubs in a timely manner showing 

that she works 25 hours per week, fact not disputed by department’s representative.  One of the 

policy requirements is that a person in student status be employed for at least 20 hours per week 

and be paid for such employment in order to be eligible for FAP.  Claimant would therefore be 

eligible for FAP benefits if she was or was not in student status, and her failure to provide 

verification of school enrollment would not be a sufficient reason to deny her FAP application.

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of 

law, decides that the department correctly denied claimant's MA application, but incorrectly 

denied her FAP application. 

Accordingly, department's action on claimant's MA application is AFFIRMED, but 

action on her FAP application is REVERSED.  Department shall: 

1.     Process claimant's disputed March 30, 2009, FAP application and issue her any such 

benefits she is otherwise eligible for.  

2.     Notify the claimant of this determination in writing. 

SO ORDERED. 

 

 /s/_____________________________ 
      Ivona Rairigh 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Ismael Ahmed, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
 
Date Signed:_ June 23, 2009__ 
 
Date Mailed:_ June 23, 2009_ 






