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4. On April 27, 2009, the Claimant filed a request for a hearing. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the FAP 

program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 

found in the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and 

the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   

The Claimant does question the accuracy of the FAP budget because her rent and 

expenses have changed.  The claimant’s daughter testified that she informed the department of 

the move and provided a completed shelter verification form.   

The department was unable to respond to this assertion and testified that it would 

investigate the competed shelter verification form. 

This ALJ finds that the claimant did inform the department of her move change in her 

shelter expenses.  

SHELTER EXPENSES 

Allow a shelter expense when the FAP group has a shelter expense 
or contributes to the shelter expense. Do not prorate the shelter 
expense even if the expense is shared. Shelter expenses are 
allowed when billed. The expenses do not have to be paid to be 
allowed… 

Heat Separate from Housing Costs 

A FAP group which has a heat expense or contributes to the heat 
expense separate from rent, mortgage or condominium 
/maintenance payments, must use the Heat and Utility Standard. 
This standard covers all heat and utility costs, except actual utility 






