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HEARING DECISION
This matter is before the undersigned Administ rative Law Judge by authority of MC L
400.9 and MCL 400.37. Claimant's request for a hearing was received on February 27,
2009. After due notice, a  telephone hearing wa s held on Tuesday, September 28,

2010.

ISSUE

Whether the Department of Human Serv  ices (Department) properly det ermined the
Claimant’s Medical Assistance (MA) eligibility?

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the com petent, material and substantial
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:

1. The Claimant was a MA recipient under the Adult Medical Pr ogram (AMP)
category.

2. The Department terminat ed the Claimant’'s MA benef its when t hey could not
locate him.

3. The Department received the Claimant ’s request for a hearing on February 27,
2009, protesting the termination of his MA benefits.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is estab lished by Title XIX of the Social Sec urity
Act and is implemented by T itle 42 of the C ode of Federal Regulations (CFR). The
Department of Human Servic es (DHS or Department) adm inisters the MA program
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105. Departm ent policies are found in
the Bridges Administ rative Manual (BAM) , the Bridges Eligib ility Manual (BEM),
Reference Table Manual (RFT), and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).

The Adult Medical Program (AMP) is established by Title XXI of the Social Security Act;
(1115)(a)(1) of the Social Se curity Act, and is administered by the Department of
Human Services (DHS or department) purs uant to MCL 400.10, et seq. Department
policies are containe d in the Bridges  Administrati ve Manual (BAM), the Bridges
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).

The Claimant was receiving  Medical Assistance. The  Department terminated the
Claimant’s Medical Assistance when they ¢ ould not locate him. The Department’s
representative testified that the Claimant had not been at the Department’s office for
over two y ears, and that mail se ntto the Claimant’s mailing address was returned as
undeliverable.

The Claimant testified that he is homeless, but that he had rep orted his current mailing
address to the Department sometime in the y ear 2007. The Claimant testified that he
has receiv ed some correspond ence at his current mailin g ad dress before his MA
benefits were terminated, but did not have any copies of this correspondence during the
hearing.

The Department was unable to determinet he date when they lost contact with the
Claimant. The Department was unable to spec ify what correspondence, if any, that the
Claimant failed to respond to. The Department testified that the Claimant has been out
of contact since before the D epartment’s change to the Bridges computer system. The
Department did not present any evidence of mail sent to the Claimant that was returned
by the post office.

Since the Department has not  presented any evidence suppor ting its actions in th is
case, the Department has failed to meet it s burden of establishing that it properly
terminated the Claimant’s Adult Medical Program benefits.

DECISION AND ORDER

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s
of law, decides that the Department has fail ed to meet its burden of establishing that it
properly terminated the Claimant’s Adult Medical Program benefits.

Accordingly, the Department’s MA eligib ility determination is REVERSED. ltis fu rther
ORDERED that the Department shall:
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1. Initiate a determination of the Claimant’s el igibility for Medical Assistance from
the date that benefits were terminated.

2. Provide the Claimant wit  h written notification of the Department’s revised
eligibility determination.

3. Issue the Claimant any retroactive benefits he may be eligible to receive, if any.

/s/

Kevin Scully
Administrative Law Judge

for Ismael Ahmed, Director

Department of Human Services

Date Signed: _October 13, 2010

Date Mailed: October 14, 2010

NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or reconsideration on either
its own motion or att he request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this
Decision and Order. Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or
reconsideration on the Department's mo  tion where the final decis  ion cannot be
implemented within 60 days of the filing of the original request.

The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.
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