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Part B premium of $8.30 per month, rent of $420 per month, and allowing a heat/utility 

including telephone standard of $550 per month (Department’s Exhibit #5). 

 3. Department’s new FAP budget resulted in FAP benefit amount of $14 per month.   

 4. On January 8, 2009, department mailed the claimant a notice telling her that her 

FAP benefits will be $14 per month effective February, 2009.  Claimant requested a hearing on 

March 18, 2009.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Program 

Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program 

Reference Manual (PRM).   

Claimant’s RSDI income, the amount of her Medicare Part A and B premiums, and the 

amount of her rent were reviewed with her.  Claimant does not dispute any of these amounts and 

states they are all correct, as used by the department on computation of her FAP budget and in 

accordance with departmental policy on budgeting income and expenses.  PEM 500 and 554.  It 

was also explained to the claimant that heat/utility standard is set by federal regulations and is an 

amount given when a person has such obligation.  Claimant stated that she does not understand 

how FAP benefits are figured, even though it was explained to her several times that federal 

regulations govern the FAP formula.  Claimant is simply not happy with the amount of benefits 

she is receiving.  Unfortunately, while this Administrative Law Judge understands claimant’s 

frustration with such small amount of FAP benefits, department did compute these benefits in 






