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Jointly owned assets are assets that have more than one owner. 
 
An asset is unavailable if an owner cannot sell or spend his share 
of an asset: 
 
• Without another owner's consent, and 
• The other owner is not in the asset group, and 
• The other owner refuses consent. 
 
Count an equal share for each owner. 
 
Exclude employment assets that: 
 
• Are required by a person's employer, or 
• Produce income directly through their use. 
 
Such assets remain excluded when a person is unemployed only if 
the person intends to return to that type of work. 

Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) 400 

Social Security Act, Sections 1902(a)(10); (r)(2) 
Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 
42 CFR 435.840 - .845 
MCL 400.106 
 

In this case, claimant owns four vehicles that are titled solely to him.  Accordingly, they 

are not jointly owned and claimant has the legal right to sell them.  Dealer value statements for 

the vehicles are contained in the record: 2002 Dodge - ; 1976 IHC tractor - ; and 

1994 Ford - .  Claimant also owns a 1986 GMC.  No value statement was provided and 

best available evidence of value was used.  Vehicle was valued at   By claimant’s 

written statement and sworn testimony, none of the vehicles produce income directly by their 

use.  Accordingly, the vehicles are countable at the values so stated on proofs.  Therefore, the 

department has met its burden of proof and its action must be upheld.  Finding of Fact 1-2; 

Department A, pages 23-32.   

 






