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RSDI and SSI. The amount counted may be more than the client actually receives 

because the gross amount is used prior to any deductions.  PEM 500   

The Department determines a client’s eligibility for program benefits based on the 

client’s actual income and/or prospective income.  Actual income is income that was 

already received. Prospective income is income not yet received but expected.  

Prospective budgeting is the best estimate of the client’s future income.  PEM 505 

All income is converted to a standard monthly amount. If the client is paid 

weekly, the Department multiplies the average weekly amount by 4.3. If the client is paid 

every other week, the Department multiplies the average bi-weekly amount by 2.15. 

PEM 505 

Child support is the money paid by an absent parent(s) for the living expenses of 

his/her child(ren). Child support is income to the child for whom the support is paid. 

PEM 500 

In the instant case, Claimant’s oldest son lives with Claimant’s father and is not a 

group member. Policy clearly states that child support is income to the child for whom 

the support is paid.  At first glance, it would seem that the child support that Claimant 

receives for her oldest son should not be treated as income to Claimant based on the 

circumstances and the department’s policy. However, there is no question that Claimant 

receives child support for her oldest son. She is under no known obligation to send it to 

her father and, other than Claimant’s testimony, she offered no supporting testimony or 

documentation that she regularly passes it on to her father. Claimant is certainly free to  

 



2009-16970/smb 
 

 4  

report any changes to the Friend of the Court that might affect the child support she 

receives and/or to submit additional proofs to the department for its future consideration 

in this regard, but as it stands now the child support she receives for her oldest son is 

income to her for the reasons articulated above. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and 

conclusions of law, finds that the Department acted in accordance with policy in 

computing Claimant’s FAP benefits.  

Accordingly, the Department’s FAP eligibility determination is AFFIRMED.  

 

 

     /s/_______________________  
      Steven M. Brown 

     Administrative Law Judge 
     for Ismael Ahmed, Director  
     Department of Human Services 
 

 
 
Date Signed:_April 28, 2009__________________ 
 
Date Mailed:_April 28, 2009__________________ 
 
 
NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may order a rehearing or reconsideration on 
either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hearings will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department’s motion where the final decision cannon be 
implemented within 60 days of the filing of the original request. 
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.  
 
 






