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HEARING DECISION 

This matter is before the undersigned Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 

and MCL 400.37 upon  claimant's request for a hearing.  After due notice, an in-person hearing 

was held on August 6, 2008. Claimant appeared and testified. Claimant was represented at the 

hearing by  

ISSUE 

 Did the Department of Human Services (the department) properly deny claimant’s 

application for Medical Assistance (MA-P) and State Disability Assistance (SDA)?

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the competent, material and substantial 

evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:   

(1) On August 1, 2007, claimant filed an application for Medical Assistance, State 

Disability Assistance and retroactive Medical Assistance benefits alleging disability.  
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(2) On October 25, 2007, the Medical Review Team denied claimant’s application 

stating that claimant could perform other work. 

(3) On October 29, 2007, the department caseworker sent claimant notice that her 

application was denied. 

(4) On April 4, 2008, claimant’s representative filed a request for a hearing to contest 

the department’s negative action.  

(5) On May 12, 2008, the State Hearing Review Team again denied claimant’s 

application and requested additional medical information.  

(6) The hearing was held on August 6, 2008. At the hearing, claimant waived the 

time periods and requested to submit additional medical information. 

(7) Additional medical information was submitted and sent to the State Hearing 

Review Team on November 17, 2009 at which time the State Hearing Review Team again stated 

that there was insufficient information in the file.  

(8) It should be noted that the notice was sent out on October 29, 2007. Claimant’s 

representative did not file a request for a hearing until April 4, 2008 which is beyond the 90 day 

time period.  

(9) On the date of hearing, claimant was a 54-year-old woman whose birth date is 

. Claimant was 5’ 6” tall and weighed 333 pounds. Claimant attended the 9th 

grade and had no GED. Claimant was able to read and write, but no big words, and did have 

basic math skills. 

 (10) Claimant last worked in 2006 as a  cashier and stock person. Claimant 

has also worked in packaging packing car parts, at  as a carhop, and a stock and cashier 

person at . 
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 (11) Claimant alleges as disabling impairments: diabetes mellitus, hypertension, 

anxiety, depression, and obesity.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 

disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or 

department) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 

400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative Manual 

(PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).  

The AHR, or  if none, the client has 90 calendar days from the date 
of the written notice of case action to request a hearing.  PAM, 
Item 600, p. 4. 
 
A claimant shall be provided 90 days from the mailing of the 
notice in R 400.902 to request a hearing.  R 400.904(4).   
 
The claimant shall be provided reasonable time, not to exceed 90 
days, in which to appeal a department action.  45 CFR 205.10. 
 
The department must allow the applicant or recipient a reasonable 
time, not to exceed 90 days from the date that notice of action is 
mailed, to request a hearing.  42 CFR 431.221. 
 
Time period for requesting hearing.  A household shall be 
allowed to request a hearing on any action by the State department 
or loss of benefits which occurred in the prior 90 days.  Action by 
the State department shall include a denial of a request for 
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restoration of any benefits lost more than 90 days but less than a 
year prior to the request.  In addition, at any time within a 
certification period a household may request a fair hearing to 
dispute its current level of benefits.  7 CFR 273.15(g). 
 
Final SSI Disability Determination 
 
SSA’s determination that disability or blindness does not exist for 
SSI purposes is final for MA if:   
 
. The determination was made after 1/1/90, and 
 
. No further appeals may be made at SSA, or 
 
. The client failed to file an appeal at any step within SSA’s 

60-day limit, and 
 
. The client is not claiming:   
 

.. A totally different disabling condition than the 
condition SSA based its determination on, or 

.. An additional impairment(s) or change or deterioration 
in his condition that SSA has not made a determination 
on.   

 
Eligibility for MA based on disability or blindness does not exist 
once SSA’s determination is final.  PEM, Item 260, pp. 2-3.   
 
Administrative law judges have no authority to make decisions on 
constitutional grounds, overrule statutes, overrule promulgated 
regulations or overrule or make exceptions to the department 
policy set out in the program manuals.  Delegation of Hearing 
Authority, August 9, 2002, per PA 1939, Section 9, Act 280.   

 
In the instant case, claimant’s request for a hearing is hereby dismissed as it is beyond the 

90 day period which is allowed for a request for a hearing.  

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 

of law, decides that claimant’s requested for a hearing is hereby dismissed for lack of timely 

request for a hearing. 
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Accordingly, the department’s decision is AFFIRMED.       

      

 

 /s/_____________________________ 
      Landis Y. Lain 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Ismael Ahmed, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
 
Date Signed:_ December 9, 2009______ 
 
Date Mailed:_ December 9, 2009______ 
 
NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either its own 
motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  
Administrative Hearings will not order a rehearing or reconsideration on the Department's 
motion where the final decision cannot be implemented within 90 days of the filing of the 
original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the mailing 
of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 30 days of the 
receipt date of the rehearing decision 
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