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 . Written authorization, signed by the client, giving the 
  person authority to act for the client in the hearing process;  
 
 . Court appointed as a guardian or conservator; 
 
 . The representative’s status as a legal parent of the minor 
  child; 
 
 . The representative’s status as an attorney at law for the 
  claimant; 
 
 . For medical assistance only, the representative’s status as 

the client’s spouse or the deceased client’s widow or 
widower, only when no one else has authority to represent 
the client’s interest in the hearing process. 

  
Further, the policy provides that an authorized hearing representative does not have a right to a 

hearing, but exercises the claimant’s right. 

The authorization to represent a client or a Power of Attorney may be revoked at any time by the 

person who gave the authorization.  A dead person can neither give or revoke nor affirm the 

authorization.  After death, the person does not exist as a legal entity, so no one can represent the 

person.  MCL 700.497 and MCL 700.5504.   

An estate can be made for a dead person to handle the remaining business and financial 

consideration that were outstanding at the time of death.  Only a probate court can create a decedent’s 

estate.   

Pursuant to MCL 700.175, the authority could proceed on behalf of the decedent as given to a 

personal representative appointed by the probate court.   

 

 

 

 

 






